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§ 160.107 Denial of entry.

Each District Commander or Captain
of the Port, subject to recognized prin-
ciples of international law, may deny
entry into the navigable waters of the
United States or to any port or place
under the jurisdiction of the United
States, and within the district or zone
of that District Commander or Captain
of the Port, to any vessel not in com-
pliance with the provisions of the Port
and Tanker Safety Act (33 U.S.C. 1221–
1232) or the regulations issued there-
under.

§ 160.109 Waterfront facility safety.

(a) To prevent damage to, or the de-
struction of, any bridge or other struc-
ture on or in the navigable waters of
the United States, or any land struc-
ture or shore area immediately adja-
cent to such waters, and to protect the
navigable waters and the resources
therein from harm resulting from ves-
sel or structure damage, destruction,
or loss, each District Commander or
Captain of the Port may:

(1) Direct the handling, loading, un-
loading, storage, and movement (in-
cluding the emergency removal, con-
trol and disposition) of explosives or
other dangerous articles and sub-
stances, including oil or hazardous ma-
terial as those terms are defined in sec-
tion 4417a of the Revised Statutes, as
amended (46 U.S.C. 391a) on any struc-
ture on or in the navigable waters of
the United States, or any land struc-
ture or shore area immediately adja-
cent to those waters; and

(2) Conduct examinations to assure
compliance with the safety equipment
requirements for structures.

§ 160.111 Special orders applying to
vessel operations.

Each District Commander or Captain
of the Port may order a vessel to oper-
ate or anchor in the manner directed
when:

(a) The District Commander or Cap-
tain of the Port has reasonable cause
to believe that the vessel is not in com-
pliance with any regulation, law or
treaty;

(b) The District Commander or Cap-
tain of the Port determines that the
vessel does not satisfy the conditions

for vessel operation and cargo transfers
specified in § 160.113; or

(c) The District Commander or Cap-
tain of the Port has determined that
such order is justified in the interest of
safety by reason of weather, visibility,
sea conditions, temporary port conges-
tion, other temporary hazardous cir-
cumstances, or the condition of the
vessel.

§ 160.113 Prohibition of vessel oper-
ation and cargo transfers.

(a) Each District Commander or Cap-
tain of the Port may prohibit any ves-
sel subject to the provisions of section
4417a of the Revised Statutes (46 U.S.C.
391a) from operating in the navigable
waters of the United States, or from
transferring cargo or residue in any
port or place under the jurisdiction of
the United States, and within the dis-
trict or zone of that District Com-
mander or Captain of the Port, if the
District Commander or the Captain of
the Port determines that the vessel’s
history of accidents, pollution inci-
dents, or serious repair problems cre-
ates reason to believe that the vessel
may be unsafe or pose a threat to the
marine environment.

(b) The authority to issue orders pro-
hibiting operation of the vessels or
transfer of cargo or residue under para-
graph (a) of this section also applies if
the vessel:

(1) Fails to comply with any applica-
ble regulation;

(2) Discharges oil or hazardous mate-
rial in violation of any law or treaty of
the United States;

(3) Does not comply with applicable
vessel traffic service requirements;

(4) While underway, does not have at
least one licensed deck officer on the
navigation bridge who is capable of
communicating in the English lan-
guage.

(c) When a vessel has been prohibited
from operating in the navigable waters
of the United States under paragraphs
(a) or (b) of this section, the District
Commander or Captain of the Port may
allow provisional entry into the navi-
gable waters of the United States, or
into any port or place under the juris-
diction of the United States and within
the district or zone of that District
Commander or Captain of the Port, if
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